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I suppose nobody has forgoiten the great
Manchester swindle, when Jonas Mears
and Theodore Allcock managed to abscond
with twenty thousand pounds of thelr em-
ployers’ and bolied clean across the At-
lantic btefore we could get on the trail. It
took me s'x weecks of my time and a regu-
lar chase and no mistake before I ran the
two scourndrels to earih in Chlcago, where
they were giving thamselves out as English
lorés. However, 1 succeaded in catching
their lordships, and I didn't care how much
trcuble it had cost me. I had brought
Messrs. Mears and Allcock back safe to
their native couniry and delivered them
over to the proper authorities, and I
thought I kad earned a few days" rest.
We had had a wretched passzage across,
with head winds against us eght days out
of the ien, and, my duty done, I thought
with kecen satisfaction of my little place at
Fulham ard my own comfortable feather
bed and my wife waliling to welcome me
home with a tasty little supper.

The reclity was as goo:d as the anticipa-
tlan. It was a beastly autumn afterncon,
with a driving rain and a cold southwest
wind, but the cot:age looked bright and
cozy and warm, and Nancy was as red as
a peony from pleasire at sesing me.

It was eariy when I reached home, not
mors than 5 o'clock. hut I was a regular
beat, and when I had had my dinrer of
tripe and onions felt good for nﬂl‘h:r._'-':
but to go io bad and sleep. I was neither
fit to talk ror think. I couldn’t Keep my
ey=3 open, and my wife’s chatter sounded
Mk=2 a confusad medley of soundt I conldn't
Lven relish a-j ., but took a drop of
Scotch hot and staggered up (o my own
room.

“Whatever you do, my dear.,” I said to
Nancy, *“don't disturb me till you hear
I'm awake agan, for ['ve got several
righls' rest to mas ap. I'l lock my deor,
ard don't come up till T vnlock ir—unlesa,
indeed, "tis something very particular, ke
a mes = from the chief, or such like.”

“Lor', Jark! exclaimed Nancy—when-
ever my w.fa uses Lk« ‘ticnate diminu-
tiva of my pame ske alwayrs pronouneces it
as if she re a jurkdaw maklng known
fts desire for foad—*Lor’, Jark, he'd never
be sending after vau 8o soon as this, and
vou just off Loard! ship! You go to sleep
and think no mare of s:ch foolishness.”

3 I repbed, “the business of the
attended to, at any cosL
ithing of the sort, but if
ve 1 must have it with-
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out delay.”

“Prat the state?

* eried Nancy, “it den’t
pay you over and above so much that it
has any call to rob yaun of your natural
rest. o to slexp, John Busby. do—or you
Wwill be fit for no‘hing tomoerrow morn’ng.”

I fird it difficult to cornvinee my wife of
the enormouns importance of my office, and

the dignity of miy employers. She i3 al-
ways ‘““draiting™ the government and
“bl nz™ the sup2-intendent of police, In
2 mann which woull cost me my ap-
pointr iT overheard, but she is a good

wifa %o me 1 she means well
it i3 hard vn 2 woman to have hor husband
called away at all manner of times anid
never 1o know when to exnert him back
again. But 1 no incPnation to argue
the n r then. I crawled upstairs to my
nd was soon beitwesn the blan-
unk n o profound slumber—so pr
that T Secame uiterly unconscious
to all external things, and had not even

~ to dream. Tt seemed as if T had
&% for hours, er davs, when 1
d of unecertain

I suppose

hiad

med, hur-
» was half
r envelope in

|

“What is lt.f Nancy

you might he angry with me, but
they can havas the "eart to do it—*

“Here! give me the message at once,” I
eald, and she handed it to me. 1 tore the en-
velope open—out fluttered the pink paper, on
which was writlen: “Important robbery at
The Gables, Manningford. Travel down by
mabl train.”

“What tim:> i3 it, Nancy?"' I asked, as I
hurri=d on my clothes again.

“Juat gone 10. Bat, O! Jark!vou're never
going to start off again when I haven't no
more than scen your face!" sald the poor
woman, crying.

“Well, it looks like it, Nan, hut it isn’t my
fzult, as yon well know. 1'd be_glad enough
to spend a few quiet days with you, but busi-
ness la husiness, mv dear, and the state
claims myv fArst attention.”

“0! dang the slate!” exclaimed Nanecy,
angrily. “Why can't it keap more detective
officers, T should iike to know, instead of
working them as it has, to skin and bone?”

“Yes! yes! but never mind just now: but
get me out my other suit, Nancy, for the last
day T was aboard the Atalanta she shipped
a sea over this ane, and it must zo to the
cleaner's. The Gables is a b'g place, I've
heard, and I must dress according.”

“And how long will you be gone, Jark?"

“That 1 can't say! It must be a serious
robhery, or the chief wouldn't have ordered
me to travel by the night ma!l. No time to
be lost, I guess! Now got me a hansom:
there's a good lass. I must call at the vard
for my instructions before I catech the mail
from Paddington.”

My wife did as I requested her, weeping
quietly the while. I kissed her, hastily
Jumped into the hansom, told the driver to
g0 as If the old man were after him, and
ptarted for Scotland Yard.

“I was sorry to have you up agaln so soon,
Busby,”” sald the Inspector, “bhut there's no
help for it! Just had information from Man-

|

however

#1 wwas sorry to have you up again so
. soon, Busby,” he sald.

pingford to send down the sharpest detsc-

tive we have, and you know who that is,
when you're at home!”

This compliment from our inspector, who
1s no flatterer as a rule, pleased ms very
much, and I felt the strength of a lion rise
in me at his words. I fancy I got a bit red
a3 I answerad:

“Thank you kindly, sir! I suppose the

business is of importance!”
« “Every Importance! Property to the
amount of 30,000 misslng, under circum-
stances which seem to point to—however, I
shall leave you to find out that for yourself!
You may Le detained some days in The
Gables; ind=ed, you are sure to be. Are you
prepared for it?"”

“l can write to Mrs. Busby for what I
may require, sir,” I replied. “May I ask on
whose information we are acting?”

*“Oh, yes! No secrecy about the matter!The
person wno has written for your atiend-
ance is Sir Charles Ellesmere, the master
of the house. His father died only last
week—was buried yesterdav—the dawels
found missieg after the readine of the will.
He says they are of fabulous value, and a
family heirloom."

“All the better,” T said. “They will be
the more easily traced. They won't mive
me s0 much trouble as Messrs, Mears and
Allcock’s gold and silver did. Stores can't
be melted down into lumps of ore.”

“Ah! Busby,” the inspector was good
enough to say, for the szcond time, “‘that
was & sharp piece of work and it won't be
forzotten! Yow'll reach Manningford ahout
& o'clock, so you had betler put up at a
botel tiil you've had your breakiast, then
off to The Gakbles, as soon as may be!"

“Very good, sir! I'll start at orce, ¢l
wire you all particulars as soon as I've
heard them. Ard if I reguire assistance.
I'll have Crewe, if you're willing. Me hes
the coclest head, I know!"

“After your own, Bushy!' sald the in-
spector, laughing, and I thanked him again,
and started on my journey. It was Noveni-
ber, aud the nights were bitterly ceold. I
wrapped myself up well in my rug, and
leanirg back in a corner of ihe railway
carriage, tried to resume my broken slurm-
bers, but it was useicss. I had heen too
tharoughly roused. Wken 1 arrived at Lhe
Manningford Hotel, 1 sat in one corner of
the office room till it was light enough tu
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In Another Minute the Door Reopenesl

have my breakfast. By that time several
customers, chietiy travelers, were down
a'sn, arnd two cor three outsiders had stray-
ed in to warm themselves with a cup of tca
or coffee Lefore they started on their day's

work., 1 soon found that the mysterfous
rebbery at The Gables was the gen-oral
{opic of conversation.

“EBut it's quite incomprebensthle!r™
one man., “The jewels vasg safs and
in the old baronet's b= room a week bafare
he died, for Rachel diarks saw them witi
her ovwn eves! And no one entered the room

“Ah! them excini
anaother man. uldi't trust them any
further thain I could =ee 'em! Why! 1 re-

undertakers!"

LT3 g

member when my mother died, and th
was ieft in the rooor to lay ¥

a power
“The old

" times."
ras worth
>1 a third.

stole them, most i1 the
2penker. “It s in 14
sompany, when tha ¥

and left; ‘loot.”
e same Lthi

1an. and 21l the ser
tha houss til e
r

1

He'il fi em, never fear! Thoey ecan't s
waized o Ly selves, nor Lhey can't be
very far, ne! 1 7. 1hat
wourin't ke > mian

[ snff em put !
iI'ne man!” repeatel his ¢

-

nion,
temptuca “"Tain" no n s tiosoe
Jewels. He'd bettsr shake my lady's
SEIrts, instedd. That's where the jewel
gone. She was nilw Zys mad

and mad against the younec

to get “emn,
i Laronet, 1
she 11_:_;5; €m, you may take my word for !
AR! there's no artfulness 1o beat the art-
fulness of a womani” sighed, rather ihan
sald, the other man, as though he had
cause to know it. ’

PART II.

I listened to thelr talic, butt of course, I
sald nothing. So that was the way the land
lay, I thought to myself! It was true that
Lttle dependence was to be placed on tiese
bucolic op’nions, yet a long experienze Lad
taught me that there was scldom smoke
without fire. I tried to maintaln an un-
prejudiced mind, but it is difficult to extin-
guish a train of thought, once lig ted, and
I found myself thirking there mght Le a
good deal of sense in the laborer's surmine,

As soon as my breakfast was conciuded
and I could leave the hotel without creat-
Ing suspicion as to my errand I made my
way quiatiy to The Gables, and, sendingz in
my card, inquired for Sir Charles liljes-
mere. The old butier who ansverod the
door to me glanced at the card and then at
e, and said, quietly:

“I'm glad you've come, sir! There's been
a lerrible upset hore!”

“So I understand. What is Your name?"

“Goddard, sir, and 1've been man and oy
in The Gables ever sinece the late master
came home from the IEast Indies, now
forty years ago!’

“Ah! Then I dare say you'll be a valu-
able adjunct in th's matter. | shall have a
talk with you, Goddard, by andeby. At
p:-c;;:.-nt my [lirst business is with your
master."

*OFf course, sir! This way, if you please!”
And the butler preceded me Into a hanid-
some library, well furnished wilh book
shelves,

In another minute the door reopened and
Sir Charles FEllesmere, dressed In dopp
mourning, stood before me. He was a
singulariy handsome young man, though
looking pale and careworn. He moticned
me to a seat and took one himself,

“You wired to Seotiand Yard for me yes-
terday, 1 undcrstand, Sir Chacles?’ I com-
menced.

“I did. Theres has been a most seriois
rolbery commitied on these prem'sez, il
I suppose, Mr. Busby,” he said, looking st
my card, which he held in his hani, “that
1I mli.«: tell you cverything I know coacern-
ng nr

“It would be better, Sir Charles,” I re-
plicd. “Perhaps you will begin by describ-
ing the Jewels you have lost."

“1 know very littla about jewelry,” he
gald, “but they were magnificent, and my
late father has often told me that they
were valned at from Iwem;-‘-ﬂve to thirty
thousand pounds.”

“They must have been unlque to have
cost that sum,” I remarked.

“He did not buy them; they were a gift
to him for services received. Before he
came into the title he was an olficer in the
East Inaia eompany’s service and savad the
L.fe of the rajah of Tanibore, whose king-
dom was In a state of mutiny, in order to
quell which the company had volunteered
the assisiance of ona of their regiments, in
whizh my father held the rank of lieu-
tepant. In return for this service the rajah,
who was deeply grateful, presented him
with the ornament from his turban, which
cemprized some of the state jewels, and
begged that it should be handed down In
hiz family as an heirloom. Shortly after-
wards my father came into his title and
properiy—he returned to England and set-
tled down here—he marrled, and I am the
sole issue of his marriage.”

“You considered, then, Sir Charles, that
the rajah’s heirloom wculd natarally de-
scend to you and your children after you?*

“T have been told so, times out of mind!
When I was a mere infant and my father
was proud of me, he used to duce thesa
jewels for mo to play with and tell me they
were my own. I never dreamt, for a mo-
ment, that it would be otherwise, -until—
Ln

“Until what? If I am to assist you In thig

madtter, Sir Charles, you must please to be
quite candid with me. You must not from
false delicacy keep back anything!"

“Well, then, I will say that, until my fa-
ther married again, I never thought it Dos-
sible that he would disregard the rajah's
wish concerning them!”

“Tha late baronet married -a second time,
then? The present Lady Ellesmere is not
your mother!"” -

“Oh, dear ro! My mcther died when I
was about sixteen.”

“And your age, Sir Charles?”

“Twenty-five on my last birthday!™

“This lady whom your late father mar-
rled, Is she young?"'

“Very young, in comparison wlth him—
about thirty, i should think!"'

“And—pardon the guestion—may I ask if
you are, and alwavsa have been, on good
terms with this lady, Sir Charies?”’

The young man looked distressed. Before
he answered me he glanced up into my face
and Inquired:

“Is this quite necessary?"’

“Quita necessary, Sir Charles!” .

“Then, if T muyst speak, Mr. Busby, my
stepmother Fas always been my bitterest
enemy with my Iate father! Irom the day
she entered this house as Lady lllesmere,
ter aim has been to keep me out of It. W"hcn
my own mother died and my father married
apgr I felt bound to adopt spme profes-
sion and took up that ef medicine. It Is &
wild profession, at least amongst iis young-
er votaries, as doubtless you know, and I
waa as wild as my companions, I dare say,
but -not worse. Dut I used to think that
there must be some spy sct wpon my ac-
fonza—every little frollec was repeated o my
Father with such exaggerations that he he-
came at corstant variance with me, and it
was a penalty to go home instead of a pleas-
vre. I feit lonely ard as if I had no home,
and this fesling perhaps, as much ns any
other, induced me to marry, rather im-
prudently as it see med at the time, a young
lady to whom T bad beceme much attached.”

“Ygu are a marr'ed man, then, Sir
Charles?’ I said.

“Yes, I have lLeen married six months
row!

“And yvour lady is in the kouse?"

“She is. I rent for her as soon as my fa-
ther's will was made known to me!™

“Will yvon kindly proceed and let me
know vnder what circumstances the rajah's
Leirloom wose cd?”

“It was like this, My, Bushy., A week he-
fore my father d'ed he sent for me and ac-
rused me of having married Miss Lascelles
—that was the name of my wl without
hia congent or knowledge., T retaliated by
saying that he had shown no interest in my

n sodings lately, and thercfore 1 1?‘{] not
conziger that T owed him oy confidence.
F a deomarnded who it wns whoe ha?d in

formed him of the fa e refused to (ol
e, but fell into a terrible passion, declaring
that he had cut me out of his will and left
ma depeidert on the hounty ef my step-
rother, 1 was mortified, but loo
prond to remonsty ith hir We paried
in_arger, anil o we after they wrete 1o
tell mie he was dend, amnd that T was expectod
to attendd the fun: T come down hera
in consequeice, auite believing (hat my
father's 5 to rme bad been carried ont,
Judge of my sprprise inen, when the will
% read after the funeral, to find that they
wd heen made meraly to frighten me—ihat
I inherited a'l the property with the exeep-
tion of a settloment made upon his wife at
the time of thelr marriace, including the
fumons jewels, which were expressiyv inen-
tinned as a familly heirloem. But when the
solicitor eame to lnok for the jewels in the
which they had a g heen

ong hox o

aril for ass’stance, and forhid

had orris
on did wi
ask if anv one W
alk, since the

Sir Charles, but may T
18ft the hanse, even for
an

aw will was rea:d?
“No cne, that T am aware of. The lad'es
have Lepl elesely to their own rooms. The
1 took ploee anly the doy before yes-

how manv inmates does the houssa
1in at the present moment?”

1era 1s my snmother, the Dowager
El'rsmers; my wife, X Craley, a
irotege of my late father: aha
doesa’t ecount, and the gsarvants, Goddard,
the but'se, has knawn me from a !
21 sa has the upper
The others have hest several
times wee my n 1 I know |

little or nothing of ther
“Will vou dezeribz these Jowels ts me, as
v s you ean, Sir Charlag?'"
] The center une was an

&r enar-

mnus emerild—that was surrounded by a
lnrze

hy

of

e

hrlinnts—thpsa

s—then brilliants,
« @ffect of thom to yi
y, a&nd I
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b and remarkahle for
commen perasn to  meldle I
sepved. “IF they have hes It 7
heen done by practiced professional thieves,
or

“Chr—whom?" demandel Sir Charles, “You
dan’t fmas I wowld steal my own jew-

els, dn vou?
“Not exacily, Sir Charles. *Bat T suppase
yoit Know it w ba necessary fer me to ex-
evaryha who may 1 n the house,
telv, an o make a thorongh ren
invesiizat of al! the property con-
 { it

L
n

200 !
1l io

tained in

11, the next person of impirtance
after yourself would seem to be the Doaw-
ager [ady Ellesmere. Would it be conve-
nient for me to interview her before 1 pro-
cerd to the gthers?™

“Cortainly. I belleve she is exp=cting yon
with somp anxiety. WIill you accompany
m= to her boudoir?"”

I roce and followad him from the room.
He did not appear to entertain any suspi-
cion of hisz stepmother with regard to the
robbery, but to my practiced eyve It seemel

'Then Roeturning Shke

to My Side,
Stooped and Whispered.

as clear as daylight. However, one of cur
first rules is never to be prejudiced by the
story of one witness, hut to keep our heads
ciear until we have heard all there Is to
teil.

The young baronet preceded me to the
boudolr, and simply saying: “This is Mr.
HBusby, from Scotland Yard, Lady BElles-
mere,'" left, me alene with his stepmother,
Heavens! what a beautiful woman she was!
As she roze to receive me, I thought I had
never sean anyvthing so handsome out of a
picture. Her appearance made guite a re-
vulsion in my feelings regarding her. Her
volee, too, whea she spoke, was as soft and
musical as a flute.

“You are the detective for whom Sir
Charles has telegraphed?’ sh: commenced
by saying.

“Yes, my lady, T am,"” I replied, and then
she waved her hand toward a chair in the
most graceful manner, and said: “Pray, sit
down." TUpon which I did as she desired
me, and she resumed her own seat.

“This is a most unfortunate .:tfra{r. Mr.
Busby,” she commenced, and I replied:

“Without doubt, my lady, it is.”

“To happen at such a moment, too, when
we were all so distressed about the poor
dear baronet’s death, makes it doubly an-
noying!"’

“But, as your ladyship must perceive,
such an impudent robbery could only take
place at a time of distress and confusion.
The thieves have counted on that, to allow
them to make off with their bootly."

“But I trust you will stop them,"” she said,
with a faint smile.

“I hope so; but in order to do it I must
ask you to afford me all the hslp in your

power, Lady Ellesmere, by telling me ev-.

erything you can about the theft and the
circumstances in which It must have been
carried out.”

“Of course, I quite understand that: but
there seems very little to tell. When the so-
licitor, Mr. Cator, unlocked the safe after
my late husband's will was read, In order
to deliver over the jewels into the _keeping
of Charles, they were gone—not a ves-

f the scrvants leaving The Gables tiil |

tige of thém anywhere. That 1s all that
anybody kndws about it.” -

“But I wdht to know what took place be-
fcre your hushand’s death, In order that I
may judge {f the robbery were planned or
unpremeditated. Will you kindly tell me
on what tetms the present baronet was
with nis father?” ' .

She lcoked startled, and sald, much as
Sir Charles ‘himse!f had done:

“Is that recessary? Am I to disclose
family sectidts to a stranger?”

“1f the stranger is to Lelp unravel the
mystery, my lady—yes. Sir Charles has
teld me as Much as he thought would help
me in the matter.”

At that h}nJ cyes gleamed with a less sub-
dued light,'and I guessed she had another
gide of hev'éharacter than the one she had
Litherto disslayed to me.

“Oh, if that Is the csse, I need have no
hesitution,” ghe replied.

“Well, then, he behaved shamefully to his
PO&T father, Mr. Busby, and I=I conclude I
speak in confilence to you—""

“Most certainly, my lady! You can may
what you chocse, as safely as if I were a
doctor or a priest.”

She rese, and, go'ng to the door, locked it;
Lhen, returning to my side, she staoped and
whispered: .

“My own private helief Is that Sir Charles
was the cause of his father's death!”

PART Iil.

I stared at her—wondering if she were a
little insane—or excited by drink, bnut on
second thoughts I dismissed both Ideas—
Lady Ellesimere meant what she soid,
whether sha believed it or not.

“L will tell you the facts, Mr, Busby, and
You can maka of thein what you like! The
pPresent barconet and his father have always
been on bad terms with each other. He
waad furious with Sir Henry for marrying
me—furlcus with vs both for loving each
Other—his dissipations nearly broke his
father’'s heart—and his extravagances sore-
Iy tritd h's puerse—stiil, Sir Henry never
spoke of culting him out of his will, until
the news reuched him, throughga mutual
acquaintance, that his son had been mar+
ried for the last six months, without giving
n‘.ﬂ_ the slightest intimation of the fact, Sir
Henry was then o5 well as you or I—hate,
hearty man of t¥, without an ailment of
fil‘s' sort. He wrote for his zon to ecomne
GoWn and see him: which he did, not know-
ing that his father had beard his seeret,
and a terrile ‘nie ensued, Sir Hemry
faved, as T consider he had goed right to
i, :{ml the young man cursed and sSWore,
and jt elndv-l by s father dizowning him,
and saying that he had cut him out of his
w 11 and left him dependent upon himealf.
= Charles (g9 he 15 now) rushed from the
house! vowi reance—I and several of
!hr_‘ servanis heard bilm—and when we went
n to Bir Herry, we found him |
hfe_q ciwtir, speechless, and almost tneon-
Scious from the fearful excitement he hiad
pissed (hrough., \We got him up (o his bed,
'.vh.ti-h h2 never left again, dying within the
wWeok.™

.“.n‘sl here the newly-made widow put hes
cambric handkerohief to her eyes and dai-
bed them delfentoely -

“Yeu wish me t
mwurringly

“lI w.sh neltker you nor any one to adapi
1y opinicrs,"” she answered, sharply. “Yon
iskead me tell you cverylhing, and T have
dore so. My poor hushand tried, uniil he
drew hils list breath, to make us all ondec-
stand that his son had killed him-—though
proralyzed and unable 1o spealk, he pointed
Ih:"L‘EF;ll::H)' to 1e strong box in his room,
whare 1:!1_4. Jewelz were kept, but 1, having
heard hinml cay o « ften that he would rath-
er leave {hom to me (fo Whorn le was most

1y,
o undarstand—" I said, de-

tenderly attached) than 1o kis who
would onty ander them in dissipation,
v wed to it

mv own, I
hen ha

Itered his will, and v
20 by surprise when 1 found
3 to be mine, exc my
£nt, 5 Were o

. desirous ef lead-
ereeivea tha :
quite

' Rushy,
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just heen
rom him.”
1 e no fur-
caaiment?
are, T conelede, to con-
v thiefl, even if ne pun-

t Enow thnt

e
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Henry's hed room vwith my owna hands, and
the key luy, as it always did, in a drawer
of his hurcau. It was found there after hie
death.”

“Pardon me—T zuppose there were attend-
ants passirg in and cut of the sick room?”

“Cartaivly! But | am sure no servant in
this house waonld dare to tcuch such a valu-
able *hitr—and hefore the baronet's own
eves! Dezldes, Julia Craley never left Sir
Henry's slde, day er night -0
“And may I ask who Julia Craley is?" I
demanted,

“Julia Craley,” replied Lady Ellesmere,
“is a jprolege of the lale baronct—the
daughter o¢f a distant cousin of his, who
was lelt a peuniless orphan and thrown on
his bounty for protection and support. She
was deeply attached to 8'r Henry—her love
for him, znd for his sen also, was more
iMe that of & dog than a human being. Th
attack tham cr thelr property was like at-
tacking her life. She would never have al-
lowed a creature bhut myself to have touch-
cil anything that belenged to them.”

plied. “Might T ask to see this lady?”
“It wonuld be of no use,” said my inform-

ant, “Sha ean neither hear you nor speak
to ron. She isa deuf mute and almost iza-
heeila"

“Trualy vrfortunate,” I murmured. “Still
I should 1 ke to see her, even If we canat
converse together. 1L i{s part of my busi-
ness to leave no stone unturned.”

“1 belleve she ia outl at present,” repliad
Lady Kllesmere; “indeed, T'am svre she is,
for I saw Ler gzo down the garden poth a
fe'w mirutes ago. But she will sson he
hack., She is not sirong enough for long
walks. 13 there no one alse you could speak
to in the interval, Mr, Bushy?"

“("ertainly there is, Lady Kllesmere. Sir
Charles’ wife, I mean,” I addad, scelng the
cloud that rese to the lady’s brow at the
mention of the name,

“But she only arrived here yesterday,”
she said, mith her hand upon the hell

“Nevertheless, T must see her!” T repliod,
and she rang 1he bell sharply, and told the
servant to canduct me to the presence of
Sir Charles’ wife. He ushered me into an-
citHer morning recom, where a pretl¥, grace-
ful young lady of about eighteen «r nine-
ieen recejved me with a certain amount of
trepidation, which I hastened to allay.

“Pray do not be nervous, Lady Elles-
were,” I =ald, “T only want to put two or
tbree questions Lo you respecting these lost
jewels. Liunderstand that you only ar-
rived here yesterday. 1 presume therefore
that you _smw_a not seen them?'

“Oh! no! never!” she replied, in a girlish,
d:ffident way.'

‘“Has Sir Charles ever spoken of them to

cu?" e
y“i’e.s! often. He used to tell me how
Leautiful they were, and of the manner in
which they had come into the possession of
bis falker froin the rajah of Tanibore, and
that they were to be his when Sir Henry
died!™ .

“I suppose he had never the least doubt
of that?”

“Oh! never! He has drawn them for me so
that I might have some idea of their shave
and size, and-he Pas often told me, long be-
fora we were married, how he intended to
have Lhem set in order that his future wife
might wear them."

“Had you heard anything of these un-
happy quarrels with his father, Lady Elles-
mere?"’

“3ometimes my hushand spoke of them,
bat not often. The thought of them made
him too unhappy. He was very fond of
kis father—aml so was his father of him,
untll the—th=—other Lady Ellesmere came
between them!"

““‘But it has been all hearsay with you.”

“Yes; all hearsay!”

At this junctiure the doo: of the rocom
onened, and Sir Charles’ voice was heard
ccaxing some cne to enter.

“Come along, Julla!” he sald; *‘come
along and sce Certruda! Come with
Charliel’™

(To be eoncluded on February 22)

“A rnre fidelity, Lady Ellesmere,'” T re- |
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IN THE CHURCHES

Tomorrow the mission which began at
St. Augustine’s Church last Sunday week,
under the direction of the Paulist Fathers,
will close with a high mass. Last week
the mission was for wemen, but this week
for men, and both have been well attend-
ed. The band of the Faulisis in charge
are as foliows: Reva. M. P. Smith, BE. H.
Youman and Pater J. O'Callaghan, "

Mr. Themas C. Pole, director of the vest-
ed chiofr of the Church of the Incarnatior,
Protestant Kpiseopal, has resigned, and the
organist of the church, Mr. Watts, has been
aprointed to the vacancy.

The BSunday scheol of Union AL E.
Church kas elected the followingz ofllcers:
E. 5.Wesecott, superintendent for the ¢‘ghth
year; Anson 8. Taylor, secretary; F. C.
Linger, assistant superintendent; A. M.
Gangewer, lreasurer; M. Fernandez, librar-
ian; John Meany, assistant lbrarian; Dr.
. J. Ladson, chorister; Miss Llisie Roach,
organlst, and Miss Grace Cobiugh, assist-
ant organist. Mr. Taylor I8 now entering
upcn his twenty-sixth year in the service
of Zion Church as the secretary of its Sab-
bath scheol, and consequently a committee
has been appeinted to secure and present
to him some suitabla token.

It is thought that Cardipal Gibbons will
appolitt Rev. Father Martin P. Sullivan,
oesistant pastor of St. Peter's Chureh, to
the place mide vacant Ty the resignation
of Rev. T. B. Hughes of St. Teresa's
Chrurch, who tas accepted the position of
A professor at St. Johu's Seminary, Bos-
ton. Futher Hughes has been in his pres-
ent charge thirtean years.

The Methodist Ministers' Assoclation
Monday lelid a meeting, at which they dis-
cussed the Dacon resoiutlons. Rev. Dr.
Martin . . Rice opened the discussion.
Others who lock part in the debate were

ilev. Ceorge B. Leech of Baltimore and
Rev., Drs. J. B. Stitt and A. H. Amea.
Judging from the opinions expressod at this

mesting, the Washington district, represent-
1 by its pasteras., will be reco ] at Lthe
coming conference as being heartily in

favor of the resclutions. An ind'caticn of
the intercst takern in the cuestiors of
church polity embedied In thiese reselutions
iz found in the fact that beginning with
lust Monday every session of the associa-
tien will be devoted to debates on the same
question. At this week's meeting it was
voted that Javimen be not accorded the
privilege of being present.
There was a meeting this weak of pas-
tors and laymen of the Jocal Lutherai
churches in affillatlon with lite general
syned to inke actlon lookicg toward ex-
tending some help from VWashington to the
Luiheran Theologles! Seminary at Getiyvs-
burg. The seminary recently completed ad-
diticrs and improvements to its plant cost-
ing upward of eightiy thousand doliars,
and they propose (1o ligquldale & greater
portion of this debt by coniributions from
the chuorches. It was resolved that the
13 churches be canvassel for several
tho d dollaras, if pnssible, and for this
purpese a committee to look after the mat-
ter was appeinted, as follows: Albert F.
Fox, Dr. F. Butler and Allen 1. Albhert.
The congrepgation of AJMt. Sinal Baptist
Church, on 11th street noribeast bhetween
L id G stireets, has gore into its new
cilitice. The upper fuor, however, is the
unly part occupied reguiarly, s the gg)umj
floor is not vet fully completed.
Last Sunday Wesley AL 1. Church held
Its annual misslonary a The
presiding  elder, Dr. Wi preached a
cermon in the morning, a the after-
neon and evening Mrs, L. I3, 2aldwin, now
of New York, but formeriy a missionary
oy €hina, nddressed the Ation.

The t1eth anrnlversary of the Sundey
ol Missiarary Soclety of T'aumlass M.
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hur was held last Sundiay evening
the lesture reom of the church, The
gident, Mrs. E. J. Harper, presidad, Pre-
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Temperance So
t.on, with the follow

dont;: 13

g
rt 8. Trim-
. Roberts; s

ant, A1 !
& Grool; assisinat
reasiurer, W W.
igsley; Ass's

Biges; librarian,
i Lbrarian,

T yoased
rishad

follaw! It wos necessary to |
about the loss—but whether it the constiintion. as r

is psstimed or nal, you may be & better | 0. will he known as the *
$10 (1 pres = SR T ] 1 ; S ety e ER e
Jdee than . Shan e ie s |0l St Broiterhood,” and it will e governed

S0 one, you siy, saw the dewels alter | ne 4 canncil compnced of memb of the
you had handled them on Tuvesday? ligs : ' e
Ty S5 R R e R { several chapters., ‘Temporary oflicers are
' S ?‘ Qe it Atng }ml""r_ SN “."'TR after | scon 1o be sa'ected, and next 3115t the
that, sle answered, etermninedly.. “E | & it : : R i 3 =

E L ret gnpual meetlng of ‘he brotherhood is

Inoked them awzy in the strong box in Sir | . 1 : 4 e

to be held. The commities who have had
charge of the matter are as follows: W. W.
MHan, chairman; . B T.. Smith and J.
Evert Daird of Mt Vernon; Robert 8.
Wahisy, D. L. Blakemore and Emory S.
Tucker of Marvin, together with the pas-

tors of the churches in an advisory capaci- |

ty. ESince the project was first Lroached,
two more socl tles have been erganized in
the Southern Methodist Church, and the
bratherkood will start out with a membesr-
ship of about two hundred.

There will occum in the middle of May of
this vear the quadrennial conference of the
Methodist Protestant Church of the United
States, which will be held at Kansas City,
and it iz very likely that Washington will
he represented by the delegates from the
Maryland conference, in which th's city Is
located, and which is entitled to a minis-
terial and a lay delegate for every 2,(4m
membiers,

The Woman's Hame Misslonary Society of
the Balt'more M. 1. conference has set
apart Thursday as a day of humiliation and
prayer. It wil be observed In this city by
a meeting of the Washington district mem-
bers at Foundry Church, at which services
are to be held, in which prominent members
of the organizstion are expecied to take
part.

Thursday evening at Trinity P. E. Church
Hall, St. Mark's Friendly League gave an
entertainment for the henefit of their treas-
ury. The first portlion of the program con-
sisted of selections by elght of the Prak sis-
ters, and one Iane hrather. Then fallowed
a burnt cork atfair by Messrs, G S, Maloy
aml B, W, Test, which recelved an encore.
The evening was closed by experiments in
nrzmerism, conducted by Mr, Thad K.
Sailor.

Ryland M. E. Sunday School Missionary
Snciely has elected officers, as follows:
President, Mra. Annle V. Cawson; secretary,
Worth Harper; John W. Mitchell, treasurer.
The last Sunday of the month the annual
anniversary of the school will he held.

There is to be a meeting of Baptist yourg
people of the city on the evening of Feh-
ruary 28, at Grace Baptist Church. Dr. A,
P. Montagne of Columbian T niversity i=s to
deliver the address on the tople of the even-
ing, “Baptists in Eduecation.” This is to b=
followed by an open parliament. d

On the same Friday evening the Baptist
Sceial Union is-to give a hanquet at the B
Street Church, The president of the unton
is 8. W. Woodward, and the secretary D. S.
Fostoar,

The Methodist Profestant Ministers’ As-
sociation listened to an address Monday
morning from Rev. E. C. Makosky, ]
“Render wunto Caesar that which is

Caesar's.”

Last Friday evening the Christlan En-
deavor Socicty of the Church of the Ref-
ormation gave a concert in aid of their "0
fund.

M. Fernandez has been elected president
and Miss Maggie Rrook treasurer of the
Union M. E. Sabbath School Missionary So-
ciety.

Monday evening the King's Daugﬁtem of
the Sixth Presbyterian Church gave a “*hard
times” soclal. Faney prices ware charged
for all those parts of the costume of any
person who aitended which in anv wav
savored of a luxury. Wednezday evening of
the week before eccurred the monthly so-
ciaiVe of the church. This was in the form
of a millinery affair, ten ladies bringing a
bonnet each and ten gentlemen being set to
work to trim them for a prize for the most
tasteful headgear.

It has been decided to hold the semi-an-
nual meeting of the Columblan Baptist As-
sociation from April 21 to 23. A commitiee
consisting of men has been appointed to
look after the necessary arrangements, com-
posad of Rev. A. ¥. Anderson, chairman;
Rev. George Bowman, and Messrs, D, C.
Fountain, Plerson H. Bristow and F. A.
Roderick.

Yesterday evening the Ladies’ Ald Soclety
of the Church of the Reformation held a re-
ception in the lecture room. At the con-
clusion of the evening's entertalnment g

amennt of miss=ionary montey & to
Harloy Honn, M'azes Laura ¥, ipe anld
iZla Lnmb, and Mr. 13, F. Oflicers |
Y % 1 .

po= |
canretary, |

retary,; Avon |

Tow-
ara Carr, and or-

son be retained in his present position.

Emory Chapel M. E. Church has selected
the following officers: A. G. Osborn, B. C.
King, John G. Keene, Theodore H. Thomas
and D. A, Whitmar as stewards; president
beard stewards, John G. Keene; secretary
board stewards, B. C. Keene; treasurcr
board stewards, A. G. Oshorn; district
steward, John G. Keene, and alternate,
Theodore H. Thomas.

A mass meeting of the local chapters of
the Epworth League was held at Waugh
M. E. Church last evening, and although
two of the announced speakers were sick
and unable to be present, the dizappoint-
moant did not destroy the enthusiasm of the
biz audience.

First Vice President Rev. . J. Clark con-
ducted the exereises, and Fourth Vice Prea-
ident William J. Palmer acied as mausical
director. A service of sonz preceded the
regular program. Rev. Charles L. Pate of
the North Capitol M. E. Church conducted
the devotional exercises, and solos were
sung by Miss Gertrude Dana and Willlam
J. Palmer,

Presiding RElder Luther B. Wilson made
a short address, and testimonies from the
floor were received In rapid succession. A
resolution was offered indorsing Senator
MeMillan®s bill for the observance of Sun-
day as a day of rest,
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o HITIT! There's a time for '+
o allthings—and we say toyou s,
¢+ —candidly and honestly— [2
+ that there has never been !
. such a splendid chance to o
» buy Furniture — as right |
o NOW! This is the time of X
+ year when we MUST make .
¢ room for spring goods. ol
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Furnture
- Below Costl

We want the cash buyers
to KNOW this—want them
to compare the lowest prices
they ever HEARD of—with
these of ours! DParlor Suites
—DBed Room Suites—Rock-
ers—EVERYTHING going
at a fraction of real value—
but you must be QUICK.
Credit if you want it—with
PLEASURE—n0 notes—no
interest.  All carpet made
and laid FREE—no charge
for waste in matching fig-
etres. It's the chance of

f.-.o-ooc....o.o.noocaootioboaooa"ii'ooi-i_do

vour whole LIFE.
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e i da. |

, Unrtains, ote., ly @
your prowise to pay ws a little enc
Iere's two bargains—others aws
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{ —to let you have all 1
! coming:

Sideboards,

Good, Sulstantial, Solid Oak Sldeboards.
Ouly §10—on cradit.

3aby Carriages,

D
~b ==gnredit.

ILovely weather to take baby a ride.
Baby Carriages here §5 and up.

QUDDEN’S

redit House, 513 7th St.

'with Rh ti
with Rheumatism
—— aguin—if you'll iake “8, & 8. RHEL-
MATIC BEMEDY. It goes to the seat
of traibhle-THE RLOOD—-and puis it
in a perfoctly healthy condition, Tsa't
i one-duy or 2 oone-week care'"—bot n
el niltic pr.osceiption, prepared by =2iil-

od pharmacists.
E700c. a large bottle,

Scheller & Stevens,
I Sl Pk e ol
FOR 5 O'CLOCK TEAS—
And, in fact, all social occasions,
Burchell’'s Spring Leai Tea has
been and will be the favorite.
Only 5o0c. 1b.
N. W. Burchell, 1325 F St.
fo14-14d
PHOTOS |
Like Steel |
Engravings,' i "
54 dozen. | ;‘dﬁ__.v'll-.:x-;u-!fit«iy fluish-
W. H. Stalee, 1107 F St.

Euceessor to M. B, P.‘lt.\lnt

Chomists,
Pharmacist s.}
feld-20d
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Our “MEZZO TINTS®
are as Jduinty a photo as
wWe'se pier tarted out.
ST who've had sows
of ol oar work sy they
I""i for Mezzo Tiuts™ to
..l 0 a1

fela1]

At less than cost. Every
Book in the store re-
duced. All standard
works, bdst authors, re-
duced alike, Come in
and get prices.

John C. Parker, -

G17-619 TTH ST. N.W. fo'll-!&l__
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Franklin & Co.,
OPTICIANS;

bave remored to their new store,

1203 F St. N.W,

Largs and Belect Btock 47 SUERA and
FIELD GLASSES, SPECTaULES, EVE

-A Large
Stoeck of
Baooks

hundred barrels and pyramids wers opznes;

e
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which had been distributed ahout six months
8go. The contents will be applied toward You spend
paying the interest on the church debt and
Piliny o B ot Tty e,

u month of January socie * f
raised and contributed gver a thousand dol- 'm OSt 0
lsr;t rot; th\; SAMe purpose. .

e fourth quarteriy conference o °

Flstcher M. E. Church, held Wednesday your Iﬂfe
e\r::dning.f the Ill'et:lll-:awmgi appolntments wera
made for t ensuing year: Trustees —with shoes
—M. Birkhead, C. C. H. Moxly, John whe;ber,:-uw &pend :g-' com.n.
Yost, Wm. Lawson and Mr. Collison; fertally depends s great Geal
stewards—J. W. Allen, recording steward; on their fit. Just as to ’
M. Birkhead, district steward; C. C. H. Bt DO et f
Moxly, M. E. Fowler, W. M, Chase, John B vl lng ehoes as
F. Lacy, D. Buchanan, Mrs, M. C. Moore, :‘"ﬁ tlch are not so.
Mrs. A, V. Allen and Mrs, E. Allpress. sou's $3.50 Shoes mever

The cholee of Mr. D. Buchanan as Sun- Vary—they are always thel
day school superintendent was confirmed. €nme  easy-fitting,  wtylish,
Mrs. A, V. Allen was approved for presl- well-wearing shois.
dent of the Epworth League.
ﬂA tnanimous vote was iaken, Inviting ~

12 pastor, Rev. Charles O. Cook, to return W H F
to the church for another term, and also ﬁ SOH, 929
asking that Presiding Elder Luther B, Wil- fo14-30d
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little for suc
—+8 this one,

a trunk

We're constantly try-,
ing to do better for yon, and this is
the result of our oMorts. This Trunk
15 canvas covered, Las flat top; sheet-
iron bottean; 3 heavy stef]l hinges: re-
foforced stripe; Leavy stecl clampe;
heavy lock bolt; “Execlsior” lJock:
beavy hard-wood cleats: foll-coversd
tray—muslin linel throughout,
28-in. 30-In. J%n. Ptin.

80-in,
$475 $525 $573 S05

$6.75
Name marked on it and a Strap free

of charge,
Kneessi, 425 7th St. §
n&‘:-?f A PP
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THAT
CREAM

—wer have been roferring to,
wed fi*yet? Fgual to 3 quarte of ondi-
nary cream! It will nudke Chariotte Russe
in 5 minutes. Takes 10 gallons of milk to
mi¥e s gullon of this crcam. Ouly for
sale at our

: Uptown branch, 1148 Conn. Ave.

The buttsr question is a serions one.
You are sure of the best butter and lowest
prices in buying of us!

Bust Creaniery Buiter, 300, 1b,
B-ib. boxes Creamery, §1.40,
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Geo. )
n. Opyster, Jr.,
1148 Comn. Ave,
3 26 Riggs Market.
175-6-7 Center Market.
"‘l"'sm‘m B T - RE—
-;mr-in:-f-'lnlh. n’.liP. l'!_u-’

Paper,

Puanes and any and all other

D,‘r&wing articles useful or pecessary
to artists, arclitects or

BG&B’dS, draughisien are to Le foand

=1 heve I the greatest avun-
%nCEJs' dance aod ‘variety, and at
T. 5@ uares' prices 1o sult the most eee-

nomieal.

Geo. F. NMuth & Co.’s

Maodorn Art Store,

418 7th St. N. W,

Successors to Geo. Ryneal, Jr.
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Are  undiuitedly  the leading Tow-pricad -
E wWheels. The cash price Is $H0, and 1t s o
] fa4 ithat there mse wheels costing twiee™

that sum that are distfn
terial, design and
show them to you.

| Hadge

Iy Inferior fm m
workemsilp,  Let

ittt i ; i

1024-26
9 Conn. ave. gagos

UR

Mithod of treating the feet,

Tostant relief, mo pain, small cost,
"R J. GEORGES & 80N,
e oot

p.1m.

]
Sundoys, 9 to 12,
foli-1ud

_YGM ‘

1115 Qa.

=
ave,

- e nﬁ &
adies Qught to Know
5 thizs time that there’s wo other ost ehmgnt
| cleans apd “doss up” Gowns and Pinery se
dainthiy as we do.  Wagon will call.  Drop postal,
Anton Fischer, go6 G St f10-54

L

In SWEETNESS and POWER of TONE, BEATTE
of TESIGN and STRENGTH of CONSTRUCTIUN

“RBay State”
Guitars,
Mandolins,
Banjos,
Zithers and
Flutes

are equaled by mno cother Amerienan Instruments,
Lowest In price of any strictly Lizh-grade st ra-
mweris. 28 AWARDS, Nemd for Catalogues, e
A. HILERON BAND INSTRUMENTS ARE SUPERB.

John C.Haynes & Co.,

453 tv 63 WASHINGTON ST.,

ded-tu, 1:&=351 - Boston,

Paeonian Spring
Water.

A T'TRE TARLE WATER.
I'OLAND WATER RIVALED AT HALF THE COST,

RELIEVES
INDIGESTION, DYSIEPSIA, GOUT AND RUEU-
MATISM.

ASK YOUR GROCER OR DRUGGIST ¥onR IT»

J. F. Hagan,
15 23D ST. N.W.,

fol-s&thtt GENERAL AGENT.
B R R Y - TN PPN
> -
4 88 59 v x
3“—" Molasses Taify.3
ES
> For the best name of not 3
> H - >
# more than six letters we'll 4
i - - -
2 give §$20 in gold. Contest 3
5> closes February 18 Sendin 3
=3
& One or more names., X
2 d
Fe LFFor conditions see last week's “Star.”

»

cedé

%Fussell!'s Name
;Copgest, 1427 N.Y.Ave,

$35006000030020000000 000

The
California
Corset \

Fits, Wears and is Comfortable.
IX NOT SOLD IN FTORES.

Send for Descriptive Catalogue.
California Corset Co.,

Jado-3m ERUOUKLYN, N.X.

A BONY HAND

| —pgde pheuap and white with the BRROWN-SB-
| Quanbh "HasD BLEACH awd ALMOXD HAND
| C1EZAL, tes the skin soft, fivm sud beautls
1 e | A Fenz ot want for lndies, Samples,

AVLES TOILET CO, 1321 G
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